INTERFERENCE
Rule 8
Discussion Questions
Definition of Interference:  (Rule 2-5-2)

Offensive interference is an act (physical or verbal) by a member of the team at bat who interferes with, obstructs, impedes, hinders or confuses any fielder attempting to make a play, or when a runner creates malicious contact with any fielder with or without the ball, in or out of the baseline, or when a coach physically assists a runner during playing action.  It is umpire interference when the umpire inadvertently moves so as to hinder a catcher’s attempt to throw or when a fair ball touches an umpire.  Spectator interference is any action by a spectator which impedes the progress of the game.

1. With R1 at 3rd, R2 at second and R3 at 1st, a batted ball by B4 hits R2.  R1 runs home and R3 is tagged on her way to 2nd.  Please rule on this.

2. R1, in advancing to 2nd, interferes with F4 to prevent a double play.  If the umpire declares the batter-runner out as well as R1, is this in conflict with the statement that a player may not be put out during a dead ball?
3. B2 hits a grounder to F6.  Just as F6 starts to throw to 1st base, R1 on the way to 3rd base, yells at F6, which startles F6, causing the ball to be thrown over F3’s head into dead ball territory.

4. A ball thrown wildly to 3rd base continues toward Team A’s dugout and is intentionally touched by someone associated with Team A.  What do you do as the umpire?

5. B1 hits a ground ball to left field.  F7 throws the ball to the infield where it hits the umpire or base runner.  Is the ball dead?

6. With R1 on 3rd and R2 on 1st, B3 hits a ball that strikes an umpire who is (a) on fair territory behind F3 but in front of F4 or (b) behind F5 but in front of F6.  This is umpire interference?  

